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SGA pushes
for fair-trade
designation
By MIKE STUNSON
news@chherald.com

WKU has long called itself a leading
American university with international
reach, and now the Student Government
Association
and the WKU
Americans
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DELAYNA EARLEY/HERALD

Alvaton junior Mitchell White got his WKU tattoo with a Fiji fraternity brother after pledging. “It was probably the
most impulsive thing I have ever done, but it was definitely a bonding experience.”

Inked with

pride

School spirit more than skin-deep
By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE
news@chherald.com

Some students show their school spirit by leading their teams to victory, while others cheer front
row at ball games. Some wear their school colors
on a T-shirt, but others wear them on their skin.
Several students have gone under the needle to
get WKU etched on their bodies, whether because
of tradition, dedication or a lost bet.
On WKU’s swim team, it’s a tradition to get
the Red Towel tattoo after two years on the team.
Teammates Endi Babi and Nick Slattery got the

Red Towel together at Carter’s Tattoo Company.
Babi, a senior from Toronto, Canada, found
out about the tradition from the juniors and seniors on the team.
“It is respect to the 40 years that the team has
been around,” Babi said. “It’s paying homage to
the guys before us.”
Bowling Green senior Slattery said he knew
about the tradition as a kid because his dad and all
of his coaches swam for WKU. His dad also has
the Red Towel tattoo.

health care,
according to
wkuaid.org.
“Having more fair trade items across
the campus is a way we can show we are
committed to our mission,” said Charlie
Harris, SGA Chief of Staff and co-founder of WKU AID. “This is a way for us to
be a program with international reach.”
SEE FAIR-TRADE, PAGE 3

SEE SPIRIT, PAGE 3

Pop culture major Activist inspires a new generation
has wide appeal
By KEVIN ALLEN

news@chherald.com

By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@chherald.com

Each semester, professors in WKU’s pop
culture major offer a
specialized class to give
upper-division students a
unique look at how society relates to their studies.
That class (POP 399)
is centered around soap
operas this spring. The
class is instructed by Sam
Ford, a WKU graduate
who previously taught
the class at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
Scottsville
junior
Craig Lonas said the
class gets him in contact
with experiences he never would have had otherwise.
“Where else can I
study ‘The Bold and the
Beautiful’ as a semester
project or theorize about
the effects that ‘Saturday
Night Live’ has on soci-

ety?” Lonas said. “I’m
a pop culture major, and
I’m proud.”
The option to major
in popular culture studies was made available in
fall 2009, and the 34-hour
major became something
current students could
add to their already-established workload.
“The idea there was
so that if students wanted
to double major, it would
not be impossible to do
so,” said Tony Harkins,
associate professor and
director of the pop culture major.
Harkins said the major
can apply to many career
options.
“It’s kind of a makeyour-own-career kind of
major,” he said. “I see
it as essentially a liberal
arts degree, preparing
you in the same way an
English degree would, or
history or philosophy.”
SEE CULTURE, PAGE 5
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Bernice Johnson Reagon has
been an activist, scholar, singer
and author for civil and women's
rights since the 1960s.
Reagon discussed her life as
an African-American woman in
the South during that time in her
presentation Wednesday night in
Van Meter Hall.
Reagon began by singing
“Would You Harbor Me?” which
had a message of encouraging
people to accept others from different cultures and circumstances.
Reagon then talked about how
her experiences at Albany State
University in Georgia led her
to become involved in the civil
rights and women’s movement.
“Being born female theoretically shouldn’t be rough, but it is
really rough,” she said.
Reagon said she was often frustrated in the civil rights
movement because the participation of women was rarely talked
about, which attracted her to the
feminist movement.
“The idea that there needed to
be a struggle to change the position of women in society was one
I was really ready for,” she said.

SUN. 60˚/ 51˚

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Bernice Johnson Reagon, an activist for the Civil Rights Movement, signs books
and talks to attendants after speaking and singing in Van Meter Auditorium
on Wednesday night. Reagon made the presentation as part of a Black History
Month and women’s studies event series.

During her time in college,
a man propositioned Reagon
for sex over the phone, which
prompted her to organize a sting
operation to catch the man, she
said in her presentation.
The story inspired many students in the audience, including
Emily Dickey, a freshman from
Indian Head, Md.

Being born female
theoretically
shouldn’t be rough,
but it is really
rough."
—BERNICE JOHNSON
REAGON

SEE ACTIVIST, PAGE 2
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CRIME REPORTS

■ Lara McMahan, Southwest
Hall, reported on Feb. 16 that
money was stolen from her
purse in the Mass Media and
Technology Hall computer
lab. The value of the theft was
$200.
■ Molly Mills, Northeast Hall, reported on Feb. 15 that her GPS
and radar detector were stolen
from her vehicle on the fifth
level of Parking Structure 1. The
value of the theft was $250.
■ Henry McCormick Jr., Bowling
Green, reported on Feb. 14 that
the tires on his vehicle were
slashed and that content was
taken from his backpack in
Minton Circle. The combined
value of the theft and damage
was $1,000.

ACTIVIST
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“She was telling us a story
of herself when she was in college where she had set up her
own sting operation,” Dickey
said. “That alone was inspirational. I even wrote a poem
about it.”
During several spiritual
songs, Reagon encouraged the
audience to sing along with her
performance.
“This is not a solo,” she
said, eliciting laughs from the
audience.
Reagon ended by recounting the “visceral identification”
she had with Joan Little, who
was tried for murder after killing her rapist.
Reagon said hearing about
Little’s case made her realize
that women could fight back
against those that had power
over them. To gain support for
Little, Reagon wrote a song
about her and performed it
across the country with Sweet
Honey in the Rock, an a cappella group she founded.
Nashville sophomore Justin
McCathern said he felt especially inspired by that story.
“One person can be the start
of a major change,” McCathern
said. “It gave me a more driving motive to do things.”

after

class

Ben Polk has been playing trombone for
about 20 years, starting when he was
a kid.
In the middle of his first year of
teaching at WKU, Polk also considers
himself a freelance trombone player
and picks up gigs when he can. Polk
plays frequently in Nashville, Tenn.,

"After class" is a weekly photo essay that shows a side
of professors that students might not normally see.

BY DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD

and just recently began playing more
locally.
Aside from teaching at WKU, Polk now
has a wife of five years and a teaching
job at WKU, he still makes time to get
out his trombone and share his passion
with people.

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

For additional
content and
multimedia visit
us at the new

:

Body Image in College
Presented by Jenn Franklin

Monday, February 21
7 pm
DUC Theater
Jenn Franklin is a professional singer-songwriter
who uses her life experience, captivating voice, and
powerful music to chart her journey toward recovery
from an eating disorder.
This event is sponsored by the Counseling & Testing Center
and the Parents’ Advisory Council as part of
National Eating Disorders Awareness Week.

Card swipes will be available.
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IT developing virtual labs, improved Internet
By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com

Now that WKU’s new website has launched, Information
Technology is moving forward
on a number of projects.
Some of IT’s major goals
for the semester include installing Windows 7, creating virtual
computing labs and improving
Internet services.
Bob Owen, vice president
of Information Technology,
said the benefits of these projects aren’t always obvious to
students, but they increase efficiency in ways that directly
helps students.
By next fall, IT hopes to have
Windows 7, the latest operating

system released by Microsoft,
installed on all the computers
on campus.
“We’re looking forward to
getting that out this summer so
students can begin to enjoy it,”
Owen said.
Another new technology IT
hopes to set up soon is Altiris,
which will allow programs to be
remotely installed to multiple
computers at once, instead of
physically visiting and updating
each machine.
Similar to the Altiris program, IT is working on a plan
to convert to virtual computing
labs across campus. Owen said
this would mean students could
go to a computer lab and pull
up the software from any other

lab’s computers.
“It would be just like you
were sitting in that lab,” he said.
Owen said this would be
beneficial to students who, for
example, need to access a program in the math lab but can’t
because the lab is closed. With
the new technology, they could
reach that software from the one
in Mass Media and Technology
Hall, which is a 24-hour lab.
John Bowers, director of
Academic Technology, said the
virtual computing lab project is
very early in the planning stage
and may or may not be adopted
on a wider scale.
“It is certainly a promising
technology, and we want to
know more about it,” he said.

Bowers said WKU is evaluating this technology in partnership with Dell.
IT has several projects unfolding to improve the campus’
wireless Internet services.
Owen said there is now one
“pipe” bringing in all the university’s Internet, and WKU is
hoping to purchase a backup
before the end of the year. He
said it would mean increased reliability if the network were to
experience problems.
IT is also planning to set up
WKU Secure, a service that will
allow students who log onto
the WKU Wireless network to
remain logged in for as long as
three months.
“I think students will really

WKU Health Services seeks SPIRIT
new director, accreditation

appreciate that,” Owen said.
“And it is super easy to register
your device.”
Edwin Craft, director of
Communication
Technology,
said WKU Secure will also create a safer environment for Internet users on campus.
“It will enhance the security of our network,” he said.
“When we first implemented
WKU Wireless, security on laptops was much more difficult
because of the technology but
now technology has advanced.”
Craft said the new service
would not only benefit laptop users but also users with new devices such as iPhones and iPads.
WKU Secure is expected to
launch in the next two months.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

By CAITLIN CARTER
news@chherald.com

Over the last 10 years, Health Services
has increased the size of its staff and nearly
the doubled the number of patients it sees.
Now the department is faced with finding a new director as it seeks accreditation.
On Jan. 21, after more than 16 years of
service at WKU, Libby Greaney left for a
position at Boise State University.
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance
and Administration, said WKU is accepting applications through February and
hopes to have the position filled by some
time in April. Joe Harbaugh, captain of
professional standards for campus police,
is leading the search committee.
WKU bought Health Services in 2001,
after the outsourced management firm that
owned Health Services went bankrupt, Interim Director Stacie Sutter said.
Sutter said at that time, Health Services
offered only one doctor and a part-time
nurse practitioner.
Since then, she said the staff has grown
to two family medicine providers, a nurse
practitioner, a psychiatric nurse practitioner and an internal medicine provider.
Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner Kim
Phillips and Family Medicine Provider
Michael Stephens are the latest additions
to the staff.
“The addition of another provider on
staff is huge,” Sutter said. “It’s going to
take some time to get them fully up and
running, but at the same time we’re headed
in the right direction.”
Throughout the last 10 years, Health Services has seen a great increase in patients.
It saw 1,142 patients in September
2001, but in September 2009, Health Ser-

FAIR-TRADE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

With the bill passed by SGA, it will
then have to be approved by the University
Senate and Staff Council before President
Gary Ransdell makes the final decision,
said Harris, who hopes to bring up the issue
at March’s University Senate meeting.
If it is approved, SGA and AID hope
to implement more fair trade items into
dining facilities, catered events and at the

vices saw 3,440, Sutter said.
“We’ve seen an increase in faculty and
staff, as well as student visits over the last
several years,” Sutter said.
This in part is associated with the opening of the new medical facility in January
2008, she said.
“The facility was huge when we
opened,” Sutter said. “That helped business
and put us in a more professional realm.”
Health Services is midway through the
Accreditation Association for Ambulatory
Health Care accreditation process, Mead
said.
The AAACH develops standards for
health care providers to meet in order to
promote patient safety and quality through
peer-based accreditation processes, according to its website.
Health Services is in the middle of the
three-year process, which started in 2009
and is expected to be complete by 2012,
Mead said.
During the first half of the process,
Health Services personnel analyzed current
performance, Sutter said.
The second half will be dedicated to
meeting each of the core standards of the
AAACH, Sutter said.
By December, Health Services hopes to
be compliant to all eight standards, including rights of patients, government, administration, quality of care, quality management and improvement, clinical records
and health info, infection prevention and
control and safety, facilities and environment, Mead said.
She said the AAACH accreditation
would be another great stride for Health
Services.
“When that hits, we’re going to have a
big party,” Mead said.
WKU Store.
“I think it would really add to the WKU
experience,” Harris said. “It is something
that is building across the United States.”
There are now just three schools
nationwide that have declared themselves
as fair trade universities, WKU AID cofounder Matt Vaughn said.
“It is a great way for WKU to walk the
walk about being an international school,”
Vaughn said. “We can show the world
WKU is not just a small regional campus,
but a leader in student engagement.”

“I always said I wanted the towel if I
swam at Western,” Slattery said.
Not everyone on the team has the tattoo, but those who do might get it on their
calves, shoulders or ribs, but the common
place is the hip, he said.
Slattery still remembers the day he,
Babi and other teammates went to Carter’s
to get the tattoo. One swimmer almost
passed out while getting his done and had
to get a soft drink before they could finish
it.
Unlike Slattery and his fellow swimmers, dedication and commitment weren’t
the deciding factors for current football
player Cam Thomas.
After being offered a football scholarship, Thomas transferred to WKU from
Milford Academy in New York.
Thomas, a sophomore from Paterson,
N.J., had no intentions of getting ‘WKU’
tattooed on his right arm. He went to get a
tattoo of a football adorned with a crown.
The tattoo artist mentioned he should
get “WKU” inside the football, but Thomas said he wasn’t feeling that at all.
But he said had a change of heart when
his tattoo artist made a remarkable offer.
“He said he wouldn’t charge me if I got
it,” Thomas said.
His original tattoo would have cost
$250.
Now, Thomas is proud of his WKU tattoo on his right arm, especially since he
hasn’t seen any other players with WKU
tattoos.
Thomas has six tattoos altogether and
says he plans to get more.
“I feel connected to all of my tattoos
because they all mean something to me,”
he said.
Russellville junior Luke Gilliam and
Bowling Green senior Mitchell White said
they have always been fans of WKU.
“I was a Hilltopper from the day I was

WKU AID has been working since the
fall semester to raise student awareness
about fair trade. The organization had a
T-shirt swap in the fall where students could
donate shirts for fair trade T-shirts, and it
has compiled more than 500 signatures on
campus in support of WKU becoming a
fair trade university, Harris said.
He emphasized the point of educating
students about fair trade.
“Right now a lot of students do not
know what fair trade is, so we have to
continue to make students aware,” Harris

Maybe the tradition
will still be around and
I’ll meet swimmers
who have the towel.
We’ll have a common
bond."
—NICK SLATTERY
Bowling Green senior

born,” White said.
Both of his parents went to WKU.
Gilliam said a lot of people who grow
up in Kentucky are big UK fans.
“I always went against that and cheered
for the Tops,” he said.
He said he knew he wanted to get a Red
Towel tattoo but didn’t think about actually doing it until he was joking around
with White one day.
“It took someone actually going and
doing it with me,” Gilliam said.
Gilliam and White got their tattoos in
October 2009. Gilliam has one other tattoo
of a cross.
“People get tattoos for the art,” he said.
“I’ve got a cross on my back because my
faith is a huge part of me. Western means a
lot to me too.”
White knows his tattoo will be a good
memory years from now.
“College is definitely a life-changing
experience,” he said. “I definitely won’t
regret it.”
For Slattery, his tattoo will bring back
memories of his collegiate swimming
days.
“Maybe the tradition will still be
around, and I’ll meet swimmers who have
the towel,” he said. “We’ll have a common
bond.”
said.
WKU currently sells fair trade coffee
and tea at both Java City locations on
campus as well as fair trade Divine
Chocolate at the Pit Stop and Bate Shop,
according to wkuaid.org.
Vaughn said he knows WKU will never
have 100 percent fair trade products but
says WKU AID will keep working to raise
the number.
“We hope to find new ways to have
more items that help make a positive
impact on peoples lives,” Vaughn said.

Help Us Design
the 2011-2012 parking permits

PHOTO CONTEST

Open to all wku students
winners will have their
photo used on new
parking permits
For Details Visit:
www.wku.edu/transportation

Visit wkuherald.com
for more information

The One Year Full-Time WKU MBA
•
•
•
•
•
The Gordon Ford College
of Business is AACSB
accredited – making your
degree worth more.

Earn your WKU MBA in 1 year
Graduate Assistantships ($10,000)
Limited scholarships available
High-quality - applied business courses
Sustainability electives available

Don’t have a business degree?

Requirements Include:

2.75 UGPA, 500 GMAT
You can complete our ondemand “Foundational Modules.” with a 3.5 on the written part.
Can’t go fulltime?

The new “Western Kentucky
Connect” Online MBA may be
for you – fulltime are part-time.

Application deadline
March 15.
For More Information
call 270.745.5458,

Website: www.wku.edu/mba Email: mba@wku.edu
1.877.WKU.1MBA (1.877.958.1622)
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Follow the Golden Rule with roommates
I’m no neat freak. I tend to toss clothes
all over my room when I hastily get dressed
every morning. There are stacks of highlighted and scribbled-on papers strewn
across my desk and dresser. And I find it
hard to part with my magazines, so they
have a comfy (and likely dusty) place on
my shelves.
I can stand
a little contained, organized chaos.
But I cannot deal with
raging filth.
My
apartment, unfor- ANGELA OLIVER
tunately,
is Rhyme & Reason
“like a jungle opinion@chherald.com
sometimes;
it makes me
wonder how I keep from goin’ under.”
You’d think that in a space full of
women, cleanliness would be no issue.
But nearly every time I walk through
my front door, I find myself thinking of
Grandmaster Flash’s infamous tune, “The
Message.”
The dangerous alleys and violent
fights the pioneer rapper mentions aside,
I too often relate to the feeling of noncomfort in the very place I’m supposed
to feel most at ease. My apartment is only
temporary, though, so I chalk it up as one
of those inevitable things students deal
with during their college years.
I was lucky enough to have good

roommate relationships the two years
I lived on campus. Freshman year, my
roomie went home every weekend, giving
me some much-needed alone time. And
my sophomore roommate was engaged,
so about 99 percent of her time was spent
with her honey.
We never got in each other’s way. We
never crossed privacy boundaries. We
lived harmoniously.
As soon as junior year hit, I was sure
getting an apartment would solve all of my
dorm dwelling woes: I’d have more space,
my own bathroom and freedom to invite
friends over without all the limitations.
It ran smoothly in the beginning, especially since one of my best fiends moved
in with me. But one roommate and her
live-in boyfriend randomly decided our
cordial interactions were over. That ultimately lead to her reporting my adorable
puppy (that I got one Valentine’s Day),
and me reluctantly giving her away. (I
still miss you, Rocki.)
When the leases were up and the new
shift moved in, it happened the same as
the first time. Except this go ’round, despite several house meetings, I suffer the
actions of all three.
Either I’m dodging the seven bags of
trash by the door that would make you
think I live in a landfill, tuning out the 3
a.m. party crowd (am I the only one who
needs rest for classes?), ventilating my
room to avoid choking on the constant
stream of smoke seeping under my door,
or choosing my use of the common space

EDITORIAL CARTOON

wisely to avoid seeing my other roommate’s live-in boyfriend in his boxers.
Let’s just say it’s a rarity that I walk in
and breathe easily. And that’s why I’m
there so little.
You might wonder why I don’t clean it
all up myself. And I admit, living together
should be a team effort. But it’s only fair
that if one doesn’t create the mess, they
shouldn’t have to make it disappear.
Perhaps I’m complaining or being negative. But I’m sure you can all relate and
might even have roommate horror stories
that trump mine. Besides, we all deserve
a good rant here and there.
I simply wanted to encourage everyone to be considerate of those you must
share space with. If they need silence,
quiet down. If they prefer that their hair
and entire wardrobe not reek of cigarette
smoke, make your smoking habit an outside activity. And if they are concerned
about their safety and the insurance of
their valuables, then for heaven’s sake,
lock the doors.
It all boils down to such a simple concept: respect.
I hope I live to see the day that no college roommate will have to write their
name on their food or file a noise complaint — a day when all roommates live
happily ever after.
But until then, I urge you to exercise
the Golden Rule. And I’ll just tough it
out, with Flash’s words bouncing through
my mind — “I’m close to the edge … I’m
trying not to lose my head.”

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Post-forum regression
Forums on campus have become the
lingua franca when it comes to interpreting
the thoughts, needs and opinions of students on and off campus.
You can post flyers all day, send all the
e-mails you want, and make 10 different
commercials, but forums are a language
everyone understands.
Although many forums work well to get
ideas in the open and bring light to otherwise undiscussed issues, it’s the action afterward, or lack thereof, that often makes
them ineffective. More often than not, the
same attitudes expressed in forums are not
changed by simply sharing them with others. That, quite frankly, does nothing but
fill a room with hot air.
It’s interesting to see how student concern is immune to post-forum action, but
never fails to draw a crowd when a forum
takes place. I hardly doubt the Romans
would have become the civilization they
were if they simply ignored all of the ideas
shared in their forums.
Paul Beasley
Louisville sophomore

T &
B
OPS

OTTOMS

TOPS to warmer temperatures. The groundhog might have been
right after all.

TOPS to the end of high
heating bills for those
who live off campus.

BOTTOMS to the first
round of exams and
papers coming up.

TOPS to Valentine’s Day
candy clearance sales. At
least we’ll have enough
chocolate and sugar in
our systems to pull those
all-nighters.

BOTTOMS to the
men’s basketball team
dismissing yet another
player.
BOTTOMS to continued
construction by the fine
arts center. Yep, it’s still
annoying.

have an
opinion?
Write a letter to the editor
(250 words or less) or a
commentary (500 words
and a photo) about what's
on your mind. E-mail them
to opinion@chherald.com.
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Q is for Quilter

Student appreciates traditions of quilting
Each Friday, the Herald brings you a proﬁle inspired by a letter of the alphabet.

By NATALIE WEST
diversions@chherald.com

Most of the people Jordan Olberding sees
doing one of her favorite hobbies are 40 or
older. But the 19-year-old sophomore from
Oceanside, Calif., started quilting when she
was 16 and has made six full-size quilts since.
She became interested in quilting when
her mom bought a quilt shop where Olberding worked and took quilting lessons.
“Being around quilters and all the fabrics,
you just naturally get into it,” she said.
Now, Olberding said it’s hard to find the
time to quilt.
If she works on a
quilt for a few hours
each day, she’ll have
it finished in about
a month, Olberding said. Because
she stays busy with
schoolwork, Olberding said she mostly
quilts while on vacations or when she is
home.
she does
wkuherald.com haveWhen
the time to quilt,
though, Olberding
said she likes using patterns with a lot of triangles and fabrics that were popular during
the Civil War, such as small floral prints.
Her favorite part is laying out the different
patterns of the whole quilt and seeing what it
will look like.
But having the space to lay it out can be
an issue, which she learned when she sewed
a quilt for her boyfriend in her dorm room.
“It was insane because the quilt was so
huge,” she said. “I even had to move my furniture.”
Olberding said she now has a sewing
machine in her room, so she has done some
quilting there despite the lack of space.
Her boyfriend, Louisville sophomore
Aaron Daley, said he thinks her hobby is interesting.
“The quilt she gave me is very special because of its originality,” he said. “No gift of
mine has ever displayed so much time and

check out
the video
online at

CULTURE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

As of now, pop culture is only offered as a
major, and there are no
current plans to offer it
as a minor because there
would be too much overlap with existing minors,
according to the Pop
Culture Studies website.
Elizabethtown freshman Brenna Sherrill said
she’s double majoring in
pop culture and journalism in hopes of working
at an entertainment magazine.
“This seemed like the
perfect way to approach
that from an angle that
a lot of people probably
don’t get the opportunity
to study,” Sherrill said.
Harkins said pop culture majors should take
Introduction to Popular
Culture Studies (POP
201) as soon as possible.
There’s a single section of the introduction
class each semester,
which is team-taught by
two instructors. Although
the class is capped at 40
students, Somerset freshman Lendee Sanchez
said she signed up late
but still found a spot.
Pop culture classes
deal with issues of class,
gender, race and economics.
Because of that, Sanchez said she’s “really
glad” she became a pop

click
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Jordan Olberding, a sophomore from Oceanside, Calif., is an avid quilter. Olberding started quilting at 16 and has completed over six full-size
quilts since. She recently brought her quilting supplies back to school with her and works on quilts in her spare time.

effort from the giver.”
Olberding said most of the quilts she
makes are gifts. It’s hard to make money off
them, because no one wants to pay that much
money for them anymore.
“Some can sell for at least $200, but no
one wants to pay that much,” she said.
The cost of materials for an average-size
quilt can range anywhere from $60 to $150,
depending on the pattern and the store, Olberding said.
She also likes to make baby blankets,
purses and clothing as gifts.
Louisville sophomore Elizabeth Hisle
said she also likes to sew clothing and has
worked with Olberding on a quilt.
“A quilt is something you will keep for

culture major.
“Pop culture really affects a lot of what we do
and what we think,” she
said.
Another
important
topic in pop culture is
“the relationship between audiences and producers of culture and culture itself,” Harkins said.
Harkins said Ford’s
class focuses a lot on the
audience experience, as
Ford works for a public
relations firm and is able
to get his class a handson opportunity.
Harkins also said Ford
has made a deal with
“The Bold and the Beautiful” so that his students
will be able to interview
producers and writers
from the show.
Film is often used in
pop culture classes. Harkins said students mostly
view documentaries rather than plot-driven films.
One example Harkins
gave was the documentary “What Would Jesus
Buy” on religion and
consumerism and to what
degree they conflict with
each other.
Lonas thinks majoring
in pop culture will give
him a competitive edge
over other college graduates.
“It seemed at first like
a bit of a breeze,” Lonas
said. “But I have never
been challenged as academically as I have with
my pop culture major.”

How to make a quilt
1) Pick out your pattern and fabrics.
2) Cut out square blocks and sew
them together.
3) Sew the pattern design on the
blocks and then sew on a border.
4) Lay out the quilt and sew on batting and fabric to the back.
5) Bind the quilt.
Source: Jordan Olberding, a sophomore from
Oceanside, Calif.

ever, and everyone can connect with
them,” she said.
Hisle said she has learned that people
have some misconceptions about quilters.
“A lot of people misconstrue it because
they think it’s a hobby for old people,” she
said. “But in reality, it’s fun for everyone.”
Olberding agreed that most young people
think quilting is not very cool, but she doesn’t
see the art dying out anytime soon.
“Quilting is a good pastime and anyone
can do it,” Olberding said. “It gives you a
great sense of accomplishment to be able to
say, ‘I made that.’”
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Melissa Pinguely:
&ODVVL¿HGV0DQDJHU

FOR RENT

Across from Engineering
Building
QLFHFOHDQEUDSDUWPHQWQLFHO\
IXUQLVKHGDOOXWLOLWLHVSDLG
PROHDVHGHSRVLWUHTXLUHG
QRSHWV
392-6206

hockey dads &
soccer moms,
come and get
your freaky on!

EUDSDUWPHQWDGMDFHQWWR
:.8FDPSXV
FDOO'DYLG6LPV
DW&U\H/HLNH
270-796-0002

Michael R. - West Allis, WI

House for Rent
.HQWXFN\6WUHHW
EUEDWKV
PRSOXVXWLOLWLHVQRSHWV
GHSRVLWUHTXLUHG
792-0084 781-2449

1 Block from WKU
QLFHDQGEUDSDUWPHQWV
$GDPV6WUHHW
PR
/HDVHDQGGHSRVLWUHTXLUHG
QRSHWV
846-2397
Close to Greenwood Mall
EUEDWK
PRSOXVGHSRVLW XWLOLWLHV
QRSHWV
796-7949
1RWHWR5HDGHUV7KH&ROOHJH+HLJKWV
+HUDOGVFUHHQVDGVIRUPLVOHDGLQJRUIDOVH
FODLPVEXWFDQQRWJXDUDQWHHDQ\DGRU
FODLP3OHDVHXVHFDXWLRQZKHQDQVZHULQJ
DGVHVSHFLDOO\ZKHQDVNHGWRVHQGPRQH\
RUSURYLGHFUHGLWFDUGLQIRUPDWLRQ7KH
&ROOHJH+HLJKWV+HUDOGLVQRWUHVSRQVLEOH
IRUWKHFRQWHQWRUYDOLGLW\RIWKHVHSDLG

HELP WANTED
Jewelry Barn hiring for a part-time possibly full-time position.
Hourly plus commission. Sales experience recommended.
Flexible schedule- Work weekends.
Apply in person 2910 Scottsville Road next to Logan’s.
M-F 9-6 and Sat. 9-5.
&LW\RI%RZOLQJ*UHHQ

Tennis Seasonal Positions

jimmyjohns.com




1916 RUSSELLVILLE RD.
270.393.8884

AMERICA’S FAVorite
sandwich delivery guys!

,QVWUXFWVEHJLQQLQJDQGDGYDQFHGWHQQLVOHVVRQV
&RRUGLQDWHVDQGUXQV7HQQLV$FWLYLWLHV
KRXUVSHUZHHNZHHNHQGZRUNRSWLRQDO
KU

Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our website at www.bgky.org.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

™

©2011 jimmy john’s franchise, llc all rights reserved.

5XVVHOOYLOOH.<WUDQVSRUWDWLRQFRPSDQ\LVFXUUHQWO\VHHNLQJVWXGHQWV
JUDGXDWHVIRULQWHUQRUIXOOWLPHSRVLWLRQVLQORJLVWLFV3HUVRQPXVWKDYH
H[FHOOHQWRUJDQL]DWLRQDODQGFRPPXQLFDWLRQVNLOOVFXVWRPHUVHUYLFH
RULHQWHGDQDO\WLFDODQGSUREOHPVROYLQJVNLOOVQHFHVVDU\
$SSO\WRZWLWUDQVSRUWDSSV#\DKRRFRP

41st annual

Student Research

Conference

look
listen
wkuherald.com

Abstract Submissions

Deadline: Friday February 25th
www.wku.edu/studentresearch
Conference: saturday, march 26th
Gary Ransdell hall 7:30am - 6:30pm
The conference is sponsored by the WKU Student Research Council, with generous support from the Ofﬁce of the Provost.
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RICE

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Rice earned All-Sun
Belt honors after posting
a .369 batting average, 10
home runs and 65 RBIs in
2010.
The year before, Rice
hit .399 and set school
records for longest hitting
streak (31 games) and hits
in a season (101).
And Rice has saved his
best performances for big
games.
He went 5-for-5 with a
home run, three RBIs and
two runs scored in a comefrom-behind, 10-9 victory
against Mississippi in a
2009 NCAA Regional
game.
Rice also came up big
for the Toppers in their
landmark 24-8 win over
Kentucky last April at
Bowling Green Ballpark,
going 5-for-6 with a home
run and three RBIs.
WKU
sophomore
pitcher Tanner Perkins
said that from a pitcher’s
perspective, there’s no
easy way to pitch to Rice.
“He’s so hard to get
out,” Perkins said. “If you
miss by an inch, he’ll hurt
you. I don’t think there’ll
be many pitchers that
keep him off the bases
this year.”
Finwood said Rice’s
hand-eye
coordination
and strength make him an
effective power hitter.
“His eyes just work
good,” Finwood said.
“Even when he swings
at bad pitches he gets
the barrel on them. And
he’s pretty strong in his
hands and forearms so
he generates good bat
speed.”
While Rice is known
for his performance at the
plate, he has been just as
good working behind it.
He committed just two
errors in 2010 and threw
out nearly 30 percent of

potential base-stealers.
“I take a lot of pride
in my defense,” Rice
said. “While getting
hits helps the team
win, commanding the
pitchers and putting our
team in a position to win
defensively is equally, if
not more important.”
While most Topper
fans know about Rice’s
hitting and defense, not
many know how seriously
he takes academics.
Rice was named to
the ESPN The Magazine
Academic All-America
Third Team in 2009.
He plans to graduate
in May with a degree in
mechanical engineering.
“Obviously, I want
to continue my baseball
career as long as possible,”
Rice said. “We’ll see
where baseball takes me,
but that’s a great major to
fall back on in case that
doesn’t work out.”
In addition to earning
accolades in the classroom
and on the field, Rice said
he wants to work on his
clubhouse leadership.
Perkins said that Rice
and junior pitcher Rye
Davis, who was also
drafted last summer but
decided to come back,
have taken roles as team
leaders.
“This year the leaders
have had more of a role
on the team,” Perkins said.
“If we want the coaches to
know something, we go to
them, and then the coaches
report through them.”
Rice’s senior season
officially starts at 3 p.m.
Friday, when WKU takes
the field against Bowling
Green State.
He said he’s expecting
big things in his last
season at WKU.
“I think we have the
tools in place to make a
good postseason run this
year,” Rice said. “I’m
excited about what we’ve
got.”
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“We just lost Howard a couple of
days ago, but this kind of response just
shows that we’re still going to hold
each other’s hands even tighter.”
Junior forward LaTeira Owens said
if anything, Wednesday’s win was a
statement.
“I think a lot of people have been
turning their backs on us,” she said.
“But as long as we have each other,
we’re fine.”
Owens said the win boiled down to
one thing — having fun. She said the
Lady Toppers have been too tense as a
team up to this point in the season and
just tried to relax on Wednesday.
“That’s what Coach Cowles has
been trying to tell us,” she said. “Just
have fun, but at the same time focus
and play hard.”
Brown said it was the type of game
that Cowles has wanted from them all
season — a solid effort for 40 minutes.
WKU trailed just once in the first half
and never fell behind by more than
two.
The Lady Toppers held the Sun
Belt’s leading scorer, UALR guard
Chastity Reed, under her scoring average and had four players score in
double figures. They also won the rebounding battle, 43-26, thanks to 13

I think a lot of people
have been turning
their backs on us. But
as long as we have
each other, we’re fine."
—LATEIRA OWENS
Junior forward

rebounds by junior forward Teranie
Thomas, which tied her career high.
In the big picture, Wednesday’s win
will go down as just that — one more
in the win column.
The Lady Toppers still need to win
at least two more of their remaining
three games to have a shot at the No.
2 seed in the tournament, starting first
with Saturday’s 2 p.m. game at Louisiana-Lafayette.
Despite their 11-15 record, Cowles
said she knows better than to overlook
ULL this weekend.
“That’s as good a team as we’ll
play,” Cowles said. “They play well at
home. They’re very athletic, and (Head
Coach Errol Rogers) has got them
playing extremely hard.”

■ NEWS BRIEFS
CPE to create a
strategic plan
On Feb. 3, the Council
on Postsecondary Education proposed a statute to
mandate the development
of a strategic agenda for
Kentucky universities, according to agenda materials.
The statute will require
that the CPE creates a strategic agenda every four years
that focuses on college
readiness; student success;
efficiency and innovation;
and research, economic and
community development.
The creation of the
strategic agenda will be a
year-long process and will
include input from university presidents, experts and
business leaders.
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and Administration, said the strategic agenda performance
targets, which will influence
funding, are going to be negotiated by each Kentucky
university over the next few
months.
The targets will measure standards including the
number of remedial courses
offered, graduation rates
and the number of students

who take online courses.
Mead said the 20122014 performance funding
requests for WKU may look
like a subset of these strategic agenda performance
targets.
She said the strategic
agenda will likely be approved by the CPE in June,
with Kentucky universities
continuing to meet and discuss the topic.
— Caitlin Carter

Engineering
dept. receives
$300,000 gift
WKU’s
engineering
department announced on
Tuesday a partnership with
Logan Aluminum Inc. fueled by a $300,000 gift at
the Center for Engineering
and Biological Studies.
The money creates the
Logan Aluminum Industrial
Partnership Program and
an endowment to fund the
Logan Aluminum Student
Fellowships. That’s in addition to the Logan Aluminum
Conference Room in the
Engineering and Biological
Studies Building.
Kathryn Costello, vice

president for Development
and Alumni Relations, said
the partnership will include
co-ops and internships, fulltime employment, projects
within classroom curriculum and industrial opportunities for WKU faculty at
Logan Aluminum.
“This program is a formal, institutionalized way
to help WKU engineering
students and faculty work
together on meaningful
partnerships with our industrial partners,” Costello said.
Other speakers on Tuesday included Blaine Ferrell,
dean of Ogden College of
Science and Engineering,
Julie Ellis, head of the engineering department, and
Logan Aluminum President
Randy Schumaker.
Schumaker said he wanted to help “raise the stature”
of WKU’s engineering program.
“In our view, this means
providing WKU’s engineering students with greater
access to real-life problemsolving opportunities in the
local manufacturing companies throughout Bowling
Green and the surrounding
counties,” he said.
— Taylor Harrison

Hageman will make his
college debut Sunday afternoon. Drafted by the Kansas City Royals in the 32nd
round of last year’s MLB
Draft, he had a 1.32 ERA in
his senior season at Hopkinsville High School.
Perkins said that as the
weekend staff’s most experienced pitcher, he is trying to
assume a leadership position.
“Coach picked me on Friday night for a reason,” Perkins said. “I think I’m a good
leader for the staff, and I’m
ready to go out and play.”
Helping the pitchers
will be the return of senior
catcher Matt Rice, one of
three Toppers selected to
the Preseason All-Sun Belt
Conference Team.
Perkins said the way
Rice handles pitchers will be
beneficial to WKU’s young
staff.
“If a game starts speeding
up on a young guy, he’ll
come out and slow it down
for you,” Perkins said. “He
never takes a pitch off,
and he always alerts you if
something is going on that
you don’t know about.”
Rice said the staff has an
“immense amount of talent,”
and the inexperience of
Haydel and Hageman isn’t a
concern to him.
“We know there’s some
lacking in starts there, but
Taylor’s given us quite a
few innings, and Justin
has had a great fall,” Rice
said. “Whatever we lack
in experience we’ll gain
throughout the course of the
season.”
While the Toppers lack
some
starting
pitching
experience, they hope to
make up for it with a core
group of veterans on the field
and in the bullpen.
The right side of the infield
will consist of sophomore
first baseman Ryan Huck and
junior college transfer Ivan
Hartle at second.
On the left side, juniors
Casey Dykes and Logan
Robbins will return at
third base and shortstop,
respectively.
In the outfield, juniors
Jared Andreoli and Preseason
All-Sun Belt team member
Kes Carter will start in left
and center field. Newcomer
Ryan Hutchison, a JUCO
teammate of Hartle, gets the
nod in right field.
WKU’s third Preseason
All-Sun Belt team member,
junior pitcher Rye Davis, will
return as the closer.
For the Toppers to win
this weekend’s series, they
will have to find a way to
keep BGSU shortstop Joe
Berti off the bases.
The junior had 29 stolen
bases and a .423 batting
average for the Falcons in
2010, sparking the team to
its third consecutive MidAmerican Conference East
Division championship.
But regardless of the
opponent, Rice said after
months
of
intrasquad
scrimmages and practices,
WKU is ready for new
competition.
“Everyone is just ready
to play against someone in a
different-colored uniform,”
Rice said.
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Rest at a premium
as Toppers adjust
to shorter bench

Toppers need to plant some roots

By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

WKU has gotten used to playing short-handed this season.
So as the Toppers hit the final
stretch before the Sun Belt tournament, they said a lack of depth
won’t be an excuse.
Senior forward Cliff Dixon’s
dismissal from the team last
Sunday for a violation of team
rules leaves WKU with just nine
scholarship players.
“We’re all we’ve got,” sophomore guard Caden Dickerson
said. “We’re a family, so when
your number’s called, you go
in and play as hard as you can.
That’s the approach we’re taking
right now.”
Dixon makes the 10th player
that has either left WKU or been
dismissed during Head Coach
Ken McDonald’s tenure. Junior
guard Ken Brown was dismissed
from WKU in December for a
violation of the school’s academic policy.
Freshman guard Brandon
Peters was ruled academically
ineligible on Jan. 1, meaning that
he’s still with the team but cannot play again this season.
To make matters even worse,
the Toppers’ lone walk-on, freshman guard Mike Gabbard, is still
recovering from a high ankle
sprain.
McDonald said Gabbard
has begun working on his lateral movement, and the staff is
“hopeful” he’ll return sooner
than later.
But even with all the losses,
McDonald said the Toppers
aren’t changing their approach.
“We’ve been playing seven
or eight guys,” he said. “We’ve
got nine, and if Gabbard’s back,

we’ve got 10. That’s really not
going to be a factor. There’s a lot
of teams in that position. We’re
not going to use that as an excuse.”
The lack of depth showed
on Monday night, when WKU
needed a late burst to push past
Florida Gulf Coast, 80-70.
The game was the Toppers’
third in five days, and the nature of the game kept McDonald
from using the end of his bench.
Junior guard Kahlil McDonald and sophomore center Teeng
Akol played a combined 35 minutes as reserves against FGCU,
but freshman forwards Kene
Anyigbo and Stephon Drane
were limited to three minutes
each.
“I think if there’s anything
from this game that I’m disappointed in, it’s that we didn’t get
to play those guys and have them
gain some experience,” Ken
McDonald said. “To be honest,
those guys went in, and they
weren’t physical enough, and
they didn’t play hard enough.
“Sometimes it’s in their own
hands as well.”
Sophomore guard Jamal
Crook said it’s important that the
Toppers recognize how valuable
every player is for the final three
games of the regular season and
beyond.
WKU played Arkansas-Little
Rock Thursday night and visits
Louisiana-Lafayette at 7 p.m.
Saturday in what will be a quick
turnaround.
“I think guys just need to stay
off their feet and take it light —
take it a day at a time,” Crook
said. “The time that we have to
go rest — don’t take it for granted. Just relax and take it from
there.”

Parting is such sweet sorrow.
But for WKU football, it’s a little bittersweet.
The Toppers have lost two crucial assistant
coaches in the past week, as both defensive backs
coach Clayton White and quarterbacks coach Mike
Sanford headed for jobs at BCS schools.
They each accepted positions as running backs
coaches — White at Connecticut and Sanford at
Stanford.
That’s three of Head
Coach Willie Taggart’s best
guys gone in a flash, as the
Toppers also lost former
defensive coordinator Clint
Bowen in December.
Taggart filled that job
with a stellar hire earlier
this month when he landed
Lance Guidry, most recently the interim head coach at ZACH GREENWELL
Press Row Perspective
Miami (Ohio).
Now it’s time for Taggart sports@chherald.com
to work his magic again.
Only this time, Coach
T’s eye for talent needs to also find some consistency.
There’s no doubt that the master recruiter put
together a solid coaching staff in his first year at
WKU, tying together his connections in Florida, at
Stanford and elsewhere.
Bowen bolted to North Texas for unknown reasons, but White and Sanford’s moves were clearly
upward transitions.
Both are very young, have experience and have
long coaching careers ahead of them.
That they’re already moving up the ladder again
is a tribute to Taggart and his ability to know a good
thing when he sees it.

OLYMPIC

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Marchionda
agreed
Donahue’s work ethic sets a
great example.
“What she’s been able to do
changes everybody’s attitude,
and it changes everybody’s
focus,” he said.
Donahue acknowledges the
importance of having older
leaders on the team, saying the
most important values she’s
learned at WKU are leadership
and teamwork.
“In college more than high

Taggart says that when someone leaves his program, he’ll replace them with someone better.
What that means is up for interpretation, but as it
was with Guidry, the next hires need to have “willing to settle in” on the checklist.
Keeping up-and-coming coaches at WKU will be
a nearly impossible task, especially as the Toppers
become more successful and gain more attention.
You could argue already that the success of junior
running back Bobby Rainey and Taggart’s guidance
is what got White and Sanford — two guys that have
never solely coached running backs — their jobs.
But as this program moves forward, it can’t be a
revolving door. Otherwise you don’t have a program
— you have a pit stop.
And the groups that White and Sanford left
behind, the defensive backs and the quarterbacks,
need consistency.
The secondary is one of the youngest positions on
the roster, and the quarterbacks are an impressionable
group that often called Sanford “a friend.”
Take 2011 quarterback recruit James Mauro. The
Texas native was recruited first by White and then
by Sanford. As much as Mauro says he’s sold on
WKU, it has to be unsettling when those that sold
you are thousands of miles away.
The sky is hardly falling over at Houchens-Smith
Stadium. All of WKU’s assistants bring different
talents and styles, and it’s understood they could
always move to greener pastures.
There’s also the chance that in the coming
years, Taggart could even accept an enticing offer
that would take him elsewhere. It happens in the
coaching business, especially at WKU’s level.
But Taggart always says nobody has it better than
the Toppers.
His challenge now is to make others feel the
same — including his staff.

school, the way you compete is
with your team and with your
teammates,” she said. “You
compete for a bigger purpose.
It’s kind of cool to see that.”
Donahue’s numbers and grasp
on the team concept make her a
justifiable candidate for the U.S.
Olympic team. She said the idea
of training for the Olympics first
entered her mind during her
sophomore year, when she saw
graduating as an opportunity to
spend more time to train.
Donahue hasn’t graduated
yet, though, and as of now,
WKU is preparing to compete
in the upcoming Sun Belt

Conference
Championships,
which take place from Feb. 2326 in Dallas.
“We’re kind of starting to
come down in yardage so we can
be prepared for our upcoming
meet,” she said.
But the Olympic aspirations
will return after the Sun Belt
championships have passed.
Marchionda said he believes
Donahue has what it takes to
qualify in 2012.
“She’s stronger, she’s more
physically fit, and she’s more of
an athlete,” he said. “And she’s
developed that because of her
hard work.”

WKUHERALD.COM
For live coverage from the Toppers'
Friday baseball game against
Bowling Green State, check out
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WKU opts
for young
rotation
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@chherald.com

his return.
And his coach was more than happy
to have him for another year.
“Matt Rice is everything you want
in a college baseball player,” Finwood
said. “He does everything right. Getting
that guy back to anchor your defense and
your lineup is a big shot in the arm for
us.”

The Toppers will start a youth
movement on the mound this weekend.
Sophomore Tanner Perkins will
pitch for WKU on Opening Day at 3
p.m. Friday against Bowling Green
State, Head Coach Chris Finwood said
Wednesday.
Finwood also said sophomore Taylor Haydel and freshman Justin Hageman will pitch games two and three
of the series at 2 p.m. Saturday and 1
p.m. Sunday.
All three home games will be
played at Denes Field.
Finwood said the three young
pitchers set themselves apart as candidates for the weekend starting jobs.
“They’ve just been our most consistent guys,” Finwood said. “Things
can certainly change, but going into
the season those are the three guys
who have earned those spots right
now.”
Finwood will turn to Perkins,
Haydel and Hageman to replace the
productivity of the graduated Matt
Ridings and Shane Cameron, who
combined for 13 wins as weekend
starters in 2010.
Among the three young arms, only
Perkins has had a significant number of college starts. The left-hander
started 12 games in 2010, compiling
a 3-4 record with a 5.27 ERA and 43
strikeouts.
Meanwhile, Haydel made just
three starts a season ago, though he
appeared in 18 other games out of the
bullpen. He had a 3-4 record with a
6.94 ERA and 37 strikeouts.

SEE RICE, PAGE 6

SEE YOUNG, PAGE 6

ARMANDO SANCHEZ/HERALD

Senior catcher Matt Rice has been playing on the field since T-ball in Johnson City, Tenn. But last year during the 2010 first-year player
draft, RIce was drafted by the New York Yankees. “It was a cool experience ... but I was excited about playing here at Western ... It was just
cool to say you’ve been drafted by the Yankees, you know — everyone knows the Yankees ... but it wasn’t a good opportunity to go out my
last year. I felt that this year would be a better opportunity.”

Back in Town
Rice returns for one more run with Toppers

By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@chherald.com

It’s easy to pick out Matt Rice on a
baseball field.
The WKU senior is one of the few
hitters in college baseball that swings his
aluminum bat without batting gloves.
He also plays catcher, a position
not usually filled by lanky players who
weigh 195 pounds.

And when it comes to his performance on the field, not many players
in the Sun Belt Conference have the offensive and defensive abilities of Rice.
Selected by the New York Yankees
with the last overall pick in the 2010
MLB draft, Rice decided to come back
to WKU for his senior year.
He said the leadership of Head
Coach Chris Finwood and his love for
the university were deciding factors in

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Lady Toppers upset top team in Sun Belt
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

There was a sense of relief and
elation in Head Coach Mary Taylor
Cowles’ voice after Wednesday’s 66-64
win at Arkansas-Little Rock.
Needing a win to prevent the first
losing season in Cowles’ tenure as head
coach, WKU (11-14, 8-5 Sun Belt Conference) responded by delivering the first

blow to UALR’s previously unblemished
conference record, giving the Lady Trojans their first home loss of the season.
“We were so focused. We were so
determined,” Cowles said. “I’m just
really proud of our girls. They just
battled, battled and battled. There’s no
other way to describe that.”
The win also ended UALR’s 14game winning streak and was just the
third road win of the season for the

Lady Toppers.
But it couldn’t have come at a better
time. The win keeps their hopes of a No.
2 seed in the Sun Belt tournament alive.
They also did it without sophomore forward Janae Howard, who left
the team on Monday. Howard was the
team’s leading scorer and top 3-point
shooter.
But even with all the off-the-court issues surrounding the Lady Toppers pri-

or to the game, senior forward Arnika
Brown said Wednesday was the most
focused they’ve been all season.
“We just stuck to the game plan more
than anything,” she said. “Things weren’t
just going in one ear and out the other.
We were just focused. We’re a team, and
we’ve been through this before.
SEE SUN BELT, PAGE 6

SWIMMING & DIVING

Olympic dreams await Donahue after college
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@chherald.com

Though WKU senior swimmer Claire
Donahue is finishing her last season of
athletic eligibility, she hasn’t taken her final dip in the Powell Natatorium just yet.
After she graduates this summer, Donahue is planning to stick around campus for
another year to train for the 2012 Olympics in London.
Head Coach Bruce Marchionda said
Donahue is the most decorated swimmer
in the school’s history and that her impact
on the program is incalculable.
“I’m not sure the impact she’s had on
this program can be expressed in words,”
he said.
Marchionda cited the results Donahue’s
posted as a big factor in future recruiting.
“The success that she’s had, especially
on a national level, has opened up recruiting doors around the world, really,” he
said.
Donahue currently holds school re-

cords in the 100- and 200-meter butterfly
races and holds the Powell Natatorium record for the 50-meter freestyle.
Last year she competed in the U.S. National Championship, which includes the
top collegiate and professional athletes in
the country, placing eighth in the 100-meter butterfly.
But her impact on the program is bigger than those numbers indicate. Her
teammates said they consider Donahue a
leader of the team for not only the results
she posts, but also for her work ethic and
attitude as well.
Sophomore Laurel Chaney said Donahue was her host during her recruiting
trip, and that some of the senior’s greatest
strengths are in team-building.
“As soon as I came here, we just hit it
off,” Chaney said. “She made sure that all
JERRY ENGLEHART JR./HERALD
the freshmen from last year got comfort- WKU senior swimmer Claire Donahue moves through the water in the Bill Powell Nataable with knowing everyone.”
torium pool on Wednesday. Over the last four years at WKU, Donahue has concentrated
SEE OLYMPIC, PAGE 7

on the butterfly stroke, placing 4th in the nation for the 100 butterfly at the 2010 NCAA
Swimming Championships. Donahue says since she has made significant progress each
year with WKU, she will stay here to train for the London Olympics in 2012.
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